
October 
2019 

3700 S. Casper Drive, New Berlin, WI 
(262)786-2900 

www.starofbethlehem.org 

 

 

Read through Scripture and count the times it refers to believers as 

“brothers and sisters.” You will reach triple digits quickly. The Holy 

Spirit is deliberate with his choice of words. If he frequently refers 

to the Church in those terms, there can be only one explanation. He 

wants us to think of each other as family. We understand the 

important roles a mother and father play. We know the joys (and 

challenges) of having siblings. Do we grasp that it is just as 

important that we have a spiritual family?  

Scripture teaches that what unites us to our spiritual family is 

infinitely more powerful than any biological bond. Moreover, you 

can lose a blood relative. They can be taken away from you by 

death. But you will enjoy the companionship of your spiritual family 

for all eternity. In this worship series, we will look at how our Father 

knits us together in love and unity into a spiritual family. We will see 

the benefits of being part of this family. In the Church, Christ has 

given us a better home.  

Scripture repeatedly talks about believers being a 

family. 

“Let us do good to all people, especially to those 

who belong to the family of believers”  
(Galatians 6:10). 

“Love the family of believers” (1 Peter 2:17). 

“Both the one who makes people holy and those who 

are made holy are of the same family” (Hebrews 2:11). 

The Holy Spirit is not sloppy with his words. If he 
repeatedly says that we are all brothers and sisters, it 

is because he wants us to think of one another and 
treat one another as kin. 

Why? God knows that to face life in this broken 
world, we need Christian community. We need that 
support, guidance, and encouragement. We should 

view church not just as a place where we go to praise 
Christ and listen to his Word. It is home. It is a safe 

place we gather with our spiritual family. It is a small 
taste of what life will be like when we get to our real 
home in heaven. 

On the weekend of October 20th, we celebrate 

Welcome Home Sunday. Our hope is to have our 
entire church family—100% of our members—come 

together on that weekend. We’ve planned a service 
on Saturday evening at 5:30 p.m., two on Sunday, at 
8:00 & 10:30 a.m., and one on Monday at 6:30 p.m. 

Yes, that presents some logistical challenges. Parking 

and seating will be tight. We will plan for those 
challenges. But Welcome Home Sunday will also be 

extremely exciting! It will be wonderful to worship in 
a packed house. It will provide opportunities for 
members of our Christian family to reconnect with 

one another. And it will give our brother, Jesus, the 

chance to knit us together into the community he 

wants us to be. 

So, can you please set that day aside? Don’t plan any 
trips that weekend, if possible. If you have something 
going on that day, can it start after worship? Again, 

we want to have 100% of our members present on 

that day. 

What would it be like if every single member showed 
up one week, and we all worshiped Jesus as one big 
family in his home? Let’s find out! Set aside that 
weekend and join us at Star of Bethlehem on 
Saturday, October 19th at 5:30 p.m., Sunday, October 

20th at 8:00 or 10:30 a.m., or on Monday, October 21st 

at 6:30 p.m. 



We just concluded 3 weeks 
of special Services as a part 
of our Fall Stewardship 
Emphasis.  We dwelt on the 
subjects of Firstfruits, 
Proportionate and 
Sacrificial giving to our 

Lord.  We will be returning to the regular Scripture Lessons, 
sermons, and Service themes for the rest of the Church Year 
concluding with Services that deal specifically with the End Times.  
The final part of the Ten for Ten Program is an invitation for all of 
us to plan out our giving to our Lord from the weekends of 
September 26-28 through November 30-December 2.  You should 
have received a letter of explanation, a commitment form, and a 
return envelope which will remain sealed, never opened, and 
placed on the altar for the 10 weeks of giving in response to the 
Gospel.  “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich.”  Jesus’ sacrificial giving 
had the double benefit to you of a life lived for you and a death 
died for you.  Please place your commitment envelopes in the 
offering plate (no money inside).  Our ushers will place them on 
the altar into a bowl.  Sincere thanks for all of your prayers that 
the Lord would richly bless our congregation with Firstfruits, 
Proportionate, and Sacrificial offerings to extend his kingdom here 
in New Berlin and beyond to his glory.   Sincere thanks to our 
Christian Giving Team for your work and to Brian Roser for his 
leadership as the Chair.    

News on Act 59 
From Your School Board - After much prayer, research, 
communication and deliberation, the School Board has 
recommended implementing the Combined Private School 
Agreement (Act 59) here at Star of Bethlehem seeing the program 
as an opportunity and as a blessing to our Star family given to us 
by our great God.  The School Board is soliciting feedback from 
now until October 7 on a draft of the resolutions to be sent to the 
Voters.  Please see www.starofbethlehem.org/schoolchoice for 
this draft as well as much more info related to this topic.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact our Principal 
and/or School Board members by October 7 (all contact 
information can be found at the above link).  Also, mark your 
calendars for October 29th at 6:30pm for the Voters’ Meeting to 
vote on the final resolutions.  May our Lord guide and bless. 

Our Ground Breaking for our new addition 
has been set for Sunday, November 3.  

One Service will be held at 9:30 a.m. to 
be followed by the Ground Breaking 
portion of the Service at the site of 
construction on the west end of our 

classroom facility.   Our Saturday and 
Monday Night Services will be held as 

usual at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
respectively.  Please reserve the date and join us for this special 
occasion for thanksgiving to our gracious God for enabling us to 
utilize his gifts for this ministry expansion for both our church 
and our school.   

We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family Christine 
Morissey and her son, Bradyn; Andrea Mohr and her children, 
Molly, Jake and Rex; Nate Beth; Dan and Melissa Murphy and 
children, Landon, Bradley and Asher; Matt and Jenny Rae 
Jablonski and sons, Mason, Tyler and Theodore; and 
Christopher Repsa. 
 

Adult Confirmations 
Christine Morissey, Andrea Mohr, Nate Beth, Dan Murphy, 
Melissa Murphy, Matt Jablonski, Jenny Rae Jablonski and 
Christopher Repsa, recently completed the Jesus Untangled 
Course and desired to join Star of Bethlehem.  They were 
confirmed in their Christian faith on Sunday, September 22. 

Clara Kennedy Pawlak, daughter of Jason and Nicole 
Reinhardt, was baptized on August 13, 2019 at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital by her uncle, Brad Reinhardt. Paisley Cecilia 
Szymanski, daughter of Christopher and Jenna Szymanski, was 
baptized at Star of Bethlehem on September 1, 2019.  Kenzie 
Lucille Gallert and Lexie Lee Gallert, daughters of Jackson and 
Nicole Gallert, were baptized at Star of Bethlehem on 
September 7, 2019.  May our Lord keep them in his loving 
arms throughout life to life everlasting.   
 

Spiritual Growth Opportunities  
Our Adult Sunday morning Bible Classes began on September 
8th.  Angels and Demons was our first topic or the alternative 
House and Home; God’s Design for Biblical Parenting.  The 
Jesus Untangled Course began a new session.  It is our Bible 
Information Course on the basics of Christian doctrine for 
anyone who desires to learn what we teach and why.  It also 
makes a good refresher for anyone who already has been a 
confirmed and communing member of our congregation, but 
would like a review.  There is also a Monday Night Bible Class, 
entitled, How Can They Teach That, on Monday nights at 7:45 
p.m.  There is another Bible Class taught on Friday mornings, 
our Early Bird Bible Study at 8:00 a.m.  This group is just 
finishing up on the Book of Galatians and will begin to study 
another Book of the Bible soon.    

Something new, Growth Groups, 
small group Bible studies for in 
your home, someone else’s 
home, coffee shops or 
restaurants, will begin in 
October.  If you are interested, 
fill out a form on the table in 
the gathering area.  You also can 
find the information on-line at www.starofbethlehem.org   

http://www.starofbethlehem.org/schoolchoice
http://www.starofbethlehem.org/


Youth Ministry 

Our Youth Group had an activity 
recently on Saturday, September 21st.  
Rain forced them inside the gym.  
However they had a good time together 
and look forward to other activities as 
announced by our Youth Team 
Coordinator, Chad Biesterfeld. 

Star Seniors 
Our Star Seniors met on Wednesday, 
September 25, at 6:00 p.m.  A Tour of 
Italy was our first presentation by 
several of our members who went on a 
tour of Italy earlier this year.  Sincere 
thanks to our presenters for an 
enjoyable and educational presentation.  
Our meal consisted of Italian food, sides 
and desserts.  Thanks to all those who 
brought something to share.  Our next 

Senior Meeting will be 
on Wednesday, 

October 30, at 
6:00 p.m. The 
presentation will 
be by a 

representative of 
the Central Africa 

Medical Mission (CAMM).  Join us for an 
evening of food and fellowship at this or 
any of our other Star Senior meetings, 
activities or service projects.  All seniors, 
55 and over, spouse, guests, drivers, etc. 
are welcome to join us!   

BOWLING & DARTBALL 
Spots are still open if you would like to 
join a bowling team.  Star Bowlers meet 
every other week on Sunday Nights at 
the New Berlin Bowl.  Contact Pastor 
Nitz if you would like to enter a team or 
be assigned to a team.   
 

We also have two dartball teams that 
play every Thursday night at 7:00 p.m.  
We could use a few more players or 
substitutes.  If you would like to be on a 
team, please contact Larry Schaefer or 
Andy Smith.  Good luck, Star men, on 
another season of dartball! 

 

News from Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School  

Homecoming at WLHS 

The football game vs 
Pewaukee will be held at 
Raabe Stadium of WLC 
on Friday night at 7:00 p.m. on October 4.   

Jr. Viking Volleyball Coaches Needed 

Jr. Vikings Volleyball is looking for a head 
coach for the 6th grade team and an 
assistant coach for the 8th grade team. 
Tryouts are Saturday, October 5, and the 
season runs from December-March. The 
team practices on Wednesday nights and 
Saturdays. They will compete in six 
tournaments on the weekends. If interested, 
please contact Meghan Mache at 
jvvcdirector@gmail.com. 

Jr. Vikings Volleyball Tryouts 

Girls 14-years-old and younger are invited to 
try out for Jr. Vikings Volleyball on Saturday, 
October 5, at Star of Bethlehem Lutheran 
School in New Berlin.  Jr. Viking Volleyball 
exists to encourage young female athletes as 
they use their God-given talents both on and 
off the volleyball court. Tryout fee is $30 per 
person. For more information, visit 
wlhs.org/jrvikings and select “Volleyball.” 

WLHS 6th-8th Grade Open House 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School's Open 
House is on Sunday, October 6. Registration 
starts at 5:30 p.m. with program at 6:00 p.m. 
Grade school parents and students please 
join us to meet teachers, tour the school, and 
learn more about tuition assistance, 
scholarships, and the Choice Program. See 
what a difference academic excellence in a 
Christ-centered environment can make in 
your child's life!  

WLHS Grade School Tailgate Party 

Grade school families are invited for a FREE 
night of fun at the WLC Raabe Field on 
Friday, October 18, starting at 5:15 p.m. A 
tailgate party with activities, food, and time 
to play catch on the field turf will be held 
before the WLHS Vikings varsity football 
game at 7:00 p.m. Admittance to the football 
game will be provided only by pre-registering 
at wlhs.org/tailgate. 

Donate Your Used Wheelchair 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School is looking for 
gently used wheelchairs to replace some 
worn out ones. Wheelchair drop offs can be 
made at the high school or call 414-453-
4567. 

CARE GIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
On November 26, Samaritan Partners 
WELS caregiver support group will 
welcome Pastor Robert Fleischmann.  
We meet every fourth Tuesday at St 
John's in Wauwatosa, at Harwood and 
Dewey.  Since some of our regular 
members prefer to not drive after dark 
we will meet at 1:30 PM during the fall 
and winter months.  We meet in the St 
Matthew's room.  All are welcome.  
Pastor Robert Fleischmann, CLR's 
National Director, will present to the 
Samaritan Partners Caregiver Support 
group. His topic will be: "The Reasons 
People Fear Death and the Role of 
Suffering." The presentation will take 
place at 1:30pm. Pastor Robert 
Fleischmann serves as the National 
Director of Christian Life Resources 
(CLR).  The organization’s primary 
mission is to educate on life and family 
issues. CLR consists of 14 pregnancy 
care centers and one home for 
mothers. The organization also helps 
people to understand and make 
Scripturally-guided decisions in medical 
matters, particularly as they apply to 
beginning- and end-of-life concerns.  
The Bible is central in this ministry 
which seeks to save lives both for now 
and eternity through education on 
these critical life and family issues.  All 
are welcome! 

Share Christ’s love through English 
as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
hosted by the International Friendship 
Center (IFC) at Christ Lutheran Church 
in Pewaukee, WI. The IFC is looking for 
volunteers to fill the following rolls; 
Onsite Childcare Provider, Conver-
sationalist, and Teachers. Whether you 
have no experience or 50 years of 
experience all you need is the 
willingness to serve! Training, support, 
and resources will be provided by the 
IFC. For more information or to 
volunteer contact the IFC Coordinator, 
Katie Neuman, at 
kneuman@christpewaukee.org or at 
https://www.christpewaukee.org/ifc. 

The Bible Comes to Life 
Join Pastor Pete Panitzke of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, Muskego, on a trip to Israel, 
June 16-25, 2020, to see the Promised 
Land and the places where Jesus 
walked. This experience will bring the 
Bible to life as you read it. For more 
information, contact Pastor Panitzke 
at: ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 
414-422-0320 ext 122. 
 

mailto:jvvcdirector@gmail.com
http://wlhs.org/jrvikings
http://wlhs.org/tailgate
mailto:kneuman@christpewaukee.org
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What are superbugs and 
how can I protect myself 

from infection? 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

"Superbugs" is a term used to 
describe strains of bacteria that 

are resistant to the majority of 
antibiotics commonly used today. 
Resistant bacteria that cause 
pneumonia, urinary tract infections and 

skin infections are just a few of the dangers we now face. 

Antibiotic resistance is a naturally occurring phenomenon 
that can be slowed, but not stopped. Over time, bacteria 
adapt to the drugs that are designed to kill them and 
change to ensure their survival. This makes previously 
standard treatments for bacterial infections less effective, 
and in some cases, ineffective. 

Certain actions may accelerate the emergence and spread 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria, such as: 

 Using or misusing antibiotics 

 Having poor infection prevention and control practices 

 Living or working in unsanitary conditions 

 Mishandling food 

To protect yourself from harmful bacteria, wash your hands 
often with soap and water, or use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer. Healthy lifestyle habits, such as eating a proper 
diet, proper food handling, getting enough exercise and 
establishing good sleeping patterns, also can minimize the 
risk of illness. 

You can also help tackle antibiotic resistance by: 

 Using antibiotics as directed and only when needed 

 Completing the full treatment course (every last pill!), 
even if you feel better 

 Never sharing antibiotics with others 

 Never using leftover prescriptions 

James M. Steckelberg, M.D.  --  Mayo Clinic 
 
 

From the President 
Have you heard the Big News? 

Star of Bethlehem took a great step forward at the August 20
th

 Voters’ 
Meeting.  By a significant majority (92% of the voters’ present gave their 
approval), Star will now move forward on a $2 million expansion of our 
facilities. 

This is wonderful news! 

The benefits are many – but the most obvious will be our enhanced 
ability to teach more children (and adults!) about our most powerful and 
loving God. 

In this fallen world, the Christian message of sin and redemption has 
been mostly lost.  Sin is simply viewed as a “lifestyle” choice or perhaps 
as a modest character flaw that can easily be explained away.  In our 
secular world, being a “good person” is good enough to warrant an 
eternal reward in heaven.  Jesus’ redemptive work is completely 
dismissed or ignored. 

And, if you happen to be an atheist (supposedly about 18% of the U.S. 
population) – well then, it’s simply “lights out” (as one non-believer told 
me some years ago) when we die. 

This wrong-headed view of each person’s eternal destination just begs 
for us to do what we can in teaching the Truth.  We do that via the pulpit, 
numerous Bible study opportunities, and daily in our school classrooms. 

Matthew 28:19 reminds us: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

It’s my sincere belief that our expansion will be another tool to 
accomplish exactly that. 

See you in church and bible study! 
Gene Szaj   

 

 

Fundraiser for Jacob Reichert 

A bowling benefit for Jacob will be held on Saturday, October 12 at Jays 
Lanes in Mukwonago beginning at 1:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
participating in the bowling tournament at $25 per person, please email 
Michelle Reichert at ereichert11@yahoo.com or call 262-352-1195.  
Please come even if you do not bowl as there will be many raffle items 
including Packer tickets, Bucks tickets, airline tickets, meat raffles and 
more.  Donations can be made to the Jacob Reichert Trust account at any 
Tri-City Bank. 

WELS MISSION EFFORTS AROUND THE GLOBE 

The Commission on Inter-church Relations (CICR) also participates in 
reviewing requests from Lutheran groups around the world seeking 
possible fellowship with our synod. In the past two years, the CICR has 
recommended to the synod convention to recognize and declare 
fellowship with Lutheran church bodies in Ethiopia and Kenya. Other 
opportunities continue to increase, especially in Africa, with inquiries 
coming to us from countries like Liberia, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Congo, Guinea-Bissau, and others. The same 
can be said about Asia (Vietnam, Bangladesh, the Philippines) and Latin 
America (Costa Rica, Ecuador, Argentina, Paraguay, Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
Bolivia, Cuba, and others) 

God continues to open doors of opportunity for the proclamation of the 
saving gospel. Please pray that God would continue to build his church 
around the world. Pray also for your Commission on Inter-Church Relations 
as it works diligently to strengthen these fellowship relationships. 
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Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average weekly offerings of 
$22,000.  The YTD mission plan amount reported above takes into consideration  

the variability of weekly offerings.  Based on historical giving patterns, above 
average offerings are received during church holidays. 
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